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The new frontier:

B Practices for more
spacious, attractive and
comfortable townhouses

By JoHN BYrRD
SPECIAL TO THE FAIRFAX
COUNTY TIMES

Increasing the living space in a
townhouse requires a demanding set
of skills.

“There are usually structural
and building code issues involved,”
says remodeler Sonny Nazemian.
“We often discover that the original
builder did not optimize the space
plan in the build-out, so there’s a lot
of wasted square footage that can be
put to better use.”

Nazemian should know, as
founder and CEO of Michael Nash
Kitchens and Homes, the remod-
eler has renovated hundreds of
townhomes, frequently winning
top peer awards from the National
Association of the Remodeling
Industry, the National Association
of Home Builders and Qualified
Remodeler Magazine among--other
purveyors of highest quality work.

That being said, the investment
incentive for renovating a local
townhouse has been steadily im-
proving. In the past 12 months, real
estate assessments for townhomes in
northern Virginia have increased at a
faster annual rate (3.15 percent) than

single family homes (2.36 percent) --
and with new metro stations driving
demand, resale values are growing.

Add to this homeowner passion
for both long-term occupancy and
distinctive interior design and it’s
clear that there’s a “sea-change” in
attitudes about townhomes.

“Expectations for townhomes
have evolved,” Nazemian observes.
“As a company, we’ve been instru-
mental in introducing expanded plans
with enhanced storage capacity,
cleaner sightlines and designs that
truly satisfy personal, functional and
aesthetic considerations. Townhouse
renovation has become one of the
real frontiers in northern Virginia’s
very dynamic housing market.”

Three recent award-winning
projects illustrate:

End unit floorplan reconfigura-
tion yields playful indoor/outdoor
solution

A retired Alexandria couple was
looking for a way to make better use
of a grilling deck on the home’s side
elevation.

“The old kitchen was hemmed-
in,” recalls the homeowner, a
woman in her early sixties. “The
floorplan didn’t support our life-
style--which included entertaining
on a side deck in good weather and
gathering in the front living room all
year round. Also, we wanted display
space for our Italian ceramics-- and a
more stylish look overall.”
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Before: As the owner described the problem: “The old kitchen
was hemmed-in. The floorplan didn’t support our lifestyle--which
included entertaining on a side deck in good weather and in the

front living room all year aound”

“Partitioned kitchens plans don’t
typically satisfy today’s owners,”
Nazemian adds. “A kitchen that’s
hard to access inhibits socializing.
When cabinetry and finishwork are
well-integrated into an open plan,
though, appliances can be positioned
for convenience within elevations
that convey an upscale ambiance.”

The Alexandria kitchen was
“open”, yet sequestered behind an
L-shaped serving and dining counter.
Since the grilling deck was cut-off

by a half-wall serving counter, traf-
fic problems became “bottlenecks
when warm weather entertaining was
underway.

To reach the kitchen from deck
one, in fact, had to circle around the
counter and through the living room.

“We thought about tearing out
the counter,” the husband recalls,
“but that just made everything seem
too exposed.”Also, the owners
wanted a wine cooler, sink and serv-
ing surfaces closer to the deck.

Townhouse renovation - part one
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After: A stand-alone island with a sink positioned midway between
the deck and the family room serves as the center of the redesigned
kitchen while doubling as wet bar and midroom dining counter.

Early on, Nazemian proposed
reconfiguring the entire back half
of the L-shaped “great room” as a
component in a new kitchen-centric
entertainment suite. The cabinetry
would extend all the way to the
French doors leading to the deck.

A stand-alone island with a sink
positioned midway between the deck
and the family room would function
as the center of the “new” kitchen
while doubling as wet bar and mud-
room dining counter.

Today, there’s a convenient

wine cooler below the sink. The is-
land’s lower cabinet houses a glass
display case, designed to spotlight
the porcelain collection.

“The ceramics display is the
dominant focal point,” the lady of
the house adds. “The dark woods
and textured tile backsplash on the
rear wall nicely converge into a
warm background.”

Townhouse renovation part two
will feature the expansion of the
middle of a three-level Merrifield
townhouse.
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Griffin Logistics and Consulting Ent

House Wash « Algae Removal « Concrete Cleaning
Fences, Driveways, Decks and more.

Pressure washing services and more!

all services

www.griffinlogistics.webs.com « 703.649.9822 Call / Text

%, DODSON’S TREE &
" LANDSCAPING, LLC

TRIMMING & TOPPING, SPRAYING, TREE REMOVAL,
STUMP GRINDING, MULCHING, PRUNING, CABLING,
FEEDING, LOT CLEARING, FENCING, PAINTING,
POWERWASHING, PLANTING, GRADING, SEEDING,
RETAINING WALLS, PATIOS, WALKWAYS

MOWING AND LAWN MAINTENANCE

WE PROUDLY ACCEPT ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS.

LICENSED/INSURED
FREE ESTIMATES

Residential and Commercial

OFFICE - (540) 923-4087
CELL - (540)214-8407

Quality Tree Service
& Landscaping

Reasonable Prices, Licensed &4

FALL CLEAN-UP
Tree removal, shaping & pruning,
shrubbery trimming, mulching, leaf
removal, planting, hauling, gutter cleaning,
retaining walls, drainage problems, etc.

Emergency

North’s Tree
Family Owned & Operated for over 3(
Quality Work Guaranteed

Complete Tree Service

NOW offering All Phases of Landscaping & Masonry

Gravel Driveways
Honest & Dependable

Brian North, Owner

Home Advisor.

Winter Specials

1 cord $225.00

2 cords $400.00
3 cords $525.00
4 cords $650.00

Need a Plumber? Call our Number!
Call or text us at 703.919.3774 or email
us at NeedAPlumberLLC@gmail.com.

Check us out on Facebook, Google, and

(703) 435-5700

MST Contracting
Home Improvements
& Remodeling

Knowledge - Skill -
Experience

Licensed VA Contractor
Excellent References

Serge Romanchak
Pianist - Teacher; Choir Director
Classical and Jazz
Instruction for all levels ages 7 and up

Over 25 years experience
Free Estimates

703-868-5358

Tree
Service

(540) 533-8092

s

ELECTRICAL

PLEASE CALL 703-357-2180
PLUS TREE WORK AVAILABLE

North’s Custom Masonry

Retaining & Decorative Walls

romanchakpiano.org * 703-821-0065
2242 Journet Dr., Dunn Loring, VA., 22027

Roofing Gutters Windows Siding
Painting
Decks Fences Masonry Railings

Based in Vienna, Va

Quality Builds Trust

mainstreet-home-improvement.com

Residential & Commercial

Lic & Insured

e Install Ceiling Fans
e Recessed Lights

e Under Cabinet Lights
e Change Light Fixtures

Licensed & Insured

No JOB IS TOO SMALL!

We accept all major credit cards!
Edwin C. Colque - Master Electrician
703-898-0797

Stonework « Patios and Walkways
Fire pits, Fireplaces & Chimneys
Repointing Brick

3 Concrete and Paver Driveways

Call Brian 540-533-8092

Free estimates, BBB, Lic./Ins.

iConnect Rx. Pc. (since 1992)
21630 Ridgetop Circle, Suite 120 | Sterling, VA 20166
Tel: 703-893-0034 | Email: rxpc@itoas.net. | Website:ww.myrxpc.com

[ iConnect

Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted
TECHNOLOGY TECHNOLOGY _ Logistics Managers TECHNOLOGY
LP csc Covansys Corporation is CSC Covansys Corp(?ratlon 15 acceptlng Xchanging Solutions Inc. is accepting
accepting resumes for the position of resumes for the position of Professional Amazon Data Services, Inc. (formerly resumes for the position of Professional
W ANTED Programmer Analyst in Tysons, VA Application Designer in Tysons, Virginia Vadata, Inc.) Seeks candidates for the Programmer Analyst in Tysons, VA (Ref.
(Ref.  #CSCVTRUKV1).  Coordinate (Ref. #CSCVTADAPI). Provide end following (multiple positions available) in #XCHVTMHALEI). Work with business

VA:

design

UI/QA  Analysts,
Implement

Reston,
user  centric
UCD principals. Document reqs in
Confluence/Jira breaking them down
into Epics, User Stories & Tasks &
review each req w/ the Product Owner
& developers to ensure accuracy. Some
Send
res to Octo Consulting Group LLC,
10780 Parkridge Boulevard, 4th Floor,
Reston, VA 20191

telecommunicating permitted.

with business sponsors to prepare high-
level design and ROM (Rough Order of
Magnitude) estimates for new projects.
Design and review code changes to align
architectural  standards.
permitted.  Position

applications
Telecommuting  is
requires up to 50% travel to various
unanticipated locations throughout the
US. Mail to CGSC  Covansys
Corporation, 3400 N. Central Expressway
Richardson, TX 75080. Resume must
include Ref. #, full name, email address &
mailing address. No phone calls. Must be

resume

legally authorized to work in U.S. without
sponsorship. EOE.

to end application analysis with high
level design based on the business
requirements  from  the  Gateway
meetings. Telecommuting permitted.
Position requires up to 50% travel
to various unanticipated locations
throughout the US. Mail resume to
CSC Covansys 3400
N. Central Expressway Richardson,
TX 75080. Resume must include
Ref. #, full name, email address &
mailing address. No phone calls. Must
be legally authorized to work in U.S.
without sponsorship. EOE.

Corporation,

Herndon, VA:

Senior Procurement  and

Supply
Development Manager (multiple positions)
(Job Code 20273.5226.4). Support data
center needs of AmazonWeb Services
(AWS) - a dynamic, growing business unit
that provides a broad set of infrastructure
services, including computing power,
storage options, networking, and databases
available on demand. Domestic and
international travel required up to 10%
of the time. Mail CV to: Amazon, PO
Box 81226, Seattle, Washington 98108,

referencing job code.

users to understand requirements and

translate  requirements into technical
solutions. Work with technical team to
develop technical specifications, and code
and test programs and full applications.
Telecommuting is permitted. Position
requires up to 50% travel to various,
unanticipated locations throughout the US.
Mail resume to Xchanging Solutions Inc.,
3400 N. Central Expressway, Richardson,
TX 75080. Resume must include Ref.
# XCHVTMHAEIL, full name, email
address & mailing address. No phone calls.
Must be legally authorized to work in U.S.

without sponsorship. EOE.




